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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The first half of Q4 has been a flurry of activity as alumni UBC has continued to introduce President 
Ono to our alumni in Ottawa and Toronto. 

Our annual Lunar New Year Dinner welcomed 150 alumni and donors to the Robert H. Lee Alumni 
Centre in January.  

alumni UBC has been proud to support the Student Leadership Conference, held yearly on the 
Vancouver campus, as well as the Killam Professor Lecture Series.   

The March 2017 alumni UBC Update is attached for more information. 

INSTITUTIONAL STRATEGIC PRIORITIES SUPPORTED 
☐ Learning ☐ Research ☐ Innovation  Engagement 

(Internal / External) 
☐ International 

or ☐ Operational 

DESCRIPTION & 
RATIONALE 

Update on what alumni UBC has accomplished over the last quarter. 

BENEFITS 
Learning, Research, 

Financial, 
Sustainability & 

Reputational 

alumni UBC involves more than 55,000 alumni in the life of the University each 
year. Our alumni are donors and volunteers and, through their professional 
activities and community commitments, contribute to the reputation of UBC. 

RISKS 
Financial, 

Operational & 
Reputational 

Numbering more than 320,000, UBC alumni are the University’s largest 
constituent group. 

Previous Report 
Dates 

This is a standing report, provided to the Board most recently on:  
February 14, 2017; December 6, 2016; September 21, 2016; June 14, 2016 



UPDATE
MARCH 2017

As the end of the last quarter draws closer, we anticipate 
being able to report on another successful year and expect 
to surpass our alumni engagement goal of 55,000 by 
a comfortable margin. We head into the next fiscal year 
armed with a new strategic plan that has received broad 
approval from stakeholders, and look forward to marking 
our organization’s centenary, which we are calling 
alumni UBC 100. 

President Ono continues to dedicate time for meetings 
with key alumni volunteers and donors around the globe. 
We are grateful for his involvement and support and 
hope the roundtables have been useful for providing him 
with insights about UBC and our alumni.

Back in Vancouver, team members at the Robert H. Lee 
Alumni Centre are developing alumni centre programming 
designed to build community spirit and encourage 
a reputation as the social hotspot on campus. Lunchtime 

Message from the Executive Director, alumni UBC / AVP, Alumni

music and improvised comedy by students are among 
the latest offerings. Alumnus Henry Lee of Tom Lee Music 
has supported students in the school of music for years, 
and his latest gift is a piano to the alumni centre. What could 
be more inviting than a piano next to a fireplace and some 
comfy chairs?

On the professional development side, our pilot career 
programs are gaining traction and our collection of 
career‑related webinars, featuring UBC alumni, is growing. 
Alumni‑led webinars are a perfect illustration of how our 
members stand to benefit professionally from their large 
global network, and we will be facilitating as many 
opportunities as possible in the coming year.

Jeff Todd 
jeff.todd@ubc.ca 
604 827 3014

UBC music students provide lunchtime entertainment in the alumni centre.
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Presidential Introductions in Ottawa and Toronto

Professor Ono continues to meet alumni living in key strategic 
regions, visiting Ottawa and Toronto in February.

In Ottawa, Stephen Brooks, BA’92, who is CFO for the Ottawa 
Senators and a member of alumni UBC’s Board of Directors, 
hosted a roundtable for Professor Ono and 10 esteemed alumni. 
The evening continued with an “In Conversation” between 
Professor Ono and Jeff Todd, executive director of alumni UBC, 
and AVP of Alumni Engagement. Professor Ono shared his early 
observations of UBC and his priorities for the university, including 
the development of a new vision and strategic plan. This event 
attracted nearly 70 attendees. 

Three days later on February 9, Professor Ono and Barbara 
Miles (VP, Development and Alumni Engagement) took part 
in a breakfast meeting with alumni UBC’s Toronto Leadership 
Committee, as well as key volunteers for the UBC Sauder School 
of Business, Peter A. Allard School of Law and UBC Okanagan. 
That evening, Professor Ono participated in a roundtable 
hosted by Barbara Anderson, BSc’78, who is senior VP and 
CFO for the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation and 
Treasurer of alumni UBC’s Board of Directors. The roundtable 
included 11 of Toronto’s key alumni and community leaders, 
and was followed by a recognition reception for UBC’s many 
Toronto‑based donors. It featured an “In Conversation” 
between Professor Ono and Barbara Miles and attracted 
more than 150 guests.

GOAL I: ALUMNI ARE INTEGRAL AND ENGAGED
As core constituents, alumni are well informed and have an influential voice and stake in their university

Robert H. Lee Alumni Centre

The UBC Welcome Centre has been developing new 
programming to help build community spirit and establish 
itself as the “living room” of the Vancouver campus. This has 
included partnerships with UBC Music, Theatre and Film, and 
the Arts and Culture District, resulting in weekly performances 
by student musicians and artists. Called Tunes at Noon and 
Matinee Mondays, these programs are drawing in more visitors 
to the centre, while also giving UBC students the chance to be 
paid performers. 

Additional programming has focused on building a healthy 
workplace by inviting faculty and staff from across campus to 
participate in free fitness classes. Our free campus walking tours 
have started up again for the year, and they will now be routinely 
offered to new faculty and staff. 

The maintenance and running of the building is supported 
through the rental of space, and our focus on customer service 
– from the initial booking, to event‑planning, to on‑site support 
– is paying off. Many of our clients are becoming repeat clients, 
and campus partners are reaching out to us as a result of our 
reputation for great service. We look forward to exploring more 
growth opportunities in the next fiscal year.
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Lunar New Year Dinner 

The Lunar New Year Dinner held at the alumni centre started 
2017 off with a bang – quite literally – when 10 members 
of UBC’s Kung Fu Club performed the traditional Lion 
Dance, complete with beating drums and clashing symbols. 
Professor Ono and wife Wendy Yip joined donors and alumni 
from Vancouver’s Asian community to usher in the Year of 
the Rooster. 

Hosted by alumni UBC advisory council member Anna Fung, 
the dinner enjoyed the largest turnout to date with more than 
150 alumni, donors and guests. The attendees took time to 
remember two prominent members of Vancouver’s Asian 
community who died this year, alumni Joe Wai and Bing 
Thom, both architects and city‑shapers. Wai, chief architect 
of Vancouver Chinatown’s Dr. Sun Yat‑Sen Gardens, established 
UBC’s Asian Canadian and Asian Migration Studies Program, 
while Thom, an architect renowned internationally as well as 
within Canada, designed the Chan Centre for Performing Arts 
on the Point Grey Campus.

GOAL II: ALUMNI ADVANCE UBC’S VISION
UBC’s aspiration to be globally influential and foster positive change is realized in large part by its alumni  
through their engagement in the world

Professional Development Evening

alumni UBC and the Centre for Student Involvement and 
Careers presented the second annual Professional Development 
evening On January 12, to both show appreciation and add 
value for 89 of our mentors and senior student mentees in the 
Tri‑Mentoring programs across campus. 

They heard from keynote speaker Kari Marken, who delivered 
an interactive workshop on exploring the skills and brain‑based 
behaviours that undergraduate students can hone for success 
in the academic realm, and how these need to change when 
negotiating the professional realm.

 Student Leadership Conference 

alumni UBC was a proud sponsor of this year’s Student 
Leadership Conference in January. Thirty attendees enjoyed 
an intimate lunch at the alumni centre, followed by an awards 
reception in the evening. Over lunch, graduate students 
and several alumni delegates participated in facilitated table 
discussions spanning a wide range of topics – from the well‑being 
of graduate students to strategies for dealing with conflict. 

Kari Marken presenting at the Student Leadership Conference.
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Celebrating Research and Teaching Excellence

In partnership with the Office of the Vice‑President, Research, 
the Office of the Provost and Vice‑President Academic, and 
the Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies, alumni UBC was 
proud to celebrate UBC’s newest University Killam Professors. 
The University Killam Professorship is the highest honour UBC 
can confer on a faculty member and recognizes exceptional 
teachers and researchers who are leaders in their fields. 

This year, six internationally acclaimed academics and 
researchers are presenting their work as part of the Killam 
Professor Lecture Series. The first two presentations have 
already taken place in Vancouver, and instantly sold out: How 
Language Learning Begins Before Birth, featuring leading researcher 
Dr. Janet Werker (January 23 at Vancity Theatre), and Big Data, 
Big Issues: Should We be Worried? featuring acclaimed scientists 
Dr. Sarah Otto, Dr. Loren Rieseberg and Dr. Bob Hancock 
(February 17 at Science World). 

GOAL III: THE ALUMNI EXPERIENCE IS MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL
Alumni benefit from the intellectual, cultural and social resources of their university; UBC benefits from  
alumni skills and capacity

The Grape Debate

Oenophiles filed into the alumni centre for the fifth annual Grape 
Debate, a marquee partnership event between alumni UBC and 
Tourism Vancouver as part of Dine Out Vancouver. Sponsored 
by Odlum Brown, the tipple fest featured an esteemed panel of 
BC winemakers, sommeliers and industry pros – all UBC alumni 
– who debated the merits of traditional (stainless steel and oak) 
and newer (concrete and clay) vessels in the fermentation and 
ageing process. Moderated by director of wine DJ Kearney, the 
debaters were Christine Coletta, Sid Cross, Tony Holler, Jay 
Martiniuk, David Scholefield, Sandra Oldfield and Howard Soon 
and Darryl Brooker of UBC’s Wine Research Institute. 

The Grape Debate was popular with alumni oenophiles.
Clockwise from top-left: Dr. Loren 

Rieseberg, Dr. Janet Werker, Dr. Sarah 

Otto, Dr. Bob Hancock
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Alumni Luncheon: Winterlicious!

The alumni UBC team hosted faculty and staff at the third annual 
Okanagan Campus Alumni Winter Luncheon. Grads from both 
campuses enjoyed a communal lunch, built relationships (and 
gingerbread houses!) with fellow alumni, and learned about of 
the benefits and services provided by alumni UBC.

alumni UBC Travel Club

A group of 22 avid garden‑lovers travelled to New Zealand 
in January and learned from plant ecologist Gary Lewis, BSc’01, 

MSc’05. One of their stops was Ayrlies Garden in Auckland, 
one that has been described as the “quintessential New Zealand 
garden.” Gary’s alumni UBC travel club fans are keen for another 
garden‑focused adventure, and we are already researching 
future trip locations. 

Career Development Programming

Our career programming for alumni continues to develop. 
In late January we launched the first offering of Design 
Your Dream Job, a three‑part workshop series based on the 
internationally renowned career development research of 
UBC’s own Dr. Norman Amundson, Professor, Education and 
Counselling Psychology. This pilot was well received, and over 
the next few months we will be working on an online version 
to reach a greater audience. 

Alumni Career Webinars
Our growing digital library of career development webinars 
features alumni presenters. Last month we recorded 
two webinars: 

“How to Work in Canada” led by Meike Schiebe, BA’14  
“Beyond the BEd” led by Matt Giammarino, MA’10

alumNIGHTS Vancouver 
alumni UBC and the Sauder School of Business celebrated 
thirteen men and women who made this year’s prestigious 
Top 40 under 40 list presented by Business in Vancouver. 
One hundred and fifty fellow alumni who attended the 
mixer and networking event held at the Terminal City 
Club in Vancouver raised a glass to toast their excellence 
in business leadership and community contribution.

alumNIGHTS Okanagan
Alumni ranging in age from their early 20s to late 70s reconnected 
and networked at February’s alumNIGHTS event held at Caché 
Lounge in downtown Kelowna. Two engineering alumni made 
a particularly meaningful connection; they 
hadn’t seen each other for 30 years 
despite both living in Kelowna! After 
reacquainting, they both spent time 
getting to know more recent graduates, 
and a new mentoring relationship resulted 
from their conversations. alumNIGHTS 
programming is designed to support alumni 
build their careers, meet mentors, and grow 
professional networks.

Alumni travellers in 
Ayrlies Garden, Auckland, New Zealand

Alumna Jace Ma posted a picture 

from the Campus Alumni 

Luncheon on social media.
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Business Development

Sponsorship continues to be an integral part of our revenue 
development strategy, and we have been pleased to welcome 
new program sponsors this quarter. 

The Lunar New Year Dinner enjoyed sponsorship by our affinity 
partner BMO and the Vancouver Canucks. 

Our “Grape Debate” event was sponsored by Odlum Brown 
and Everything Wine, which had a pop‑up wine store on‑site. 
Additional in‑kind support was received from Pedersens Rentals, 
Lazy Gourmet Catering, and Haywire Wines. 

The Business In Vancouver 40 under 40 alumNIGHTS event 
celebrating 13 UBC alumni recipients was sponsored by BMO 
and Terminal City Club. 

The A‑Card program has just welcomed new partner Loden 
Hotel, who are offering cardholders 25 per cent off the best 
posted price. 

GOAL IV: ALUMNI UBC MODELS BEST PRACTICE AND GROWS ITS CAPACITY TO SERVE
The alumni UBC operation (UBCAA, university-wide units and faculties) is vision-focused, growing in capacity  
to serve and engage, and demonstrates outcomes consistent with a high performing organization.

Two of the new sponsors who are supporting 

our efforts: Everything Wine and BMO.
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March 1 Celebrating UBC Research & Innovation:  
With UBC President & Vice-Chancellor, 
Professor Santa J. Ono | Victoria, BC

March 2 Alumni “Pit Night” | Montréal, QC

March 4  How Vancouverite Are You? | Vancouver, BC

March 9  Singapore: SFU, UBC, & UVic Alumni 
+ Friends Social | Marina Square, Singapore

March 20  Examining Whiteness: What’s at stake 
for Canada | Vancouver, BC

March 26 Storm The Wall Alumni Races | Vancouver, BC

March 30 Rethinking Gender: How do we break free 
from stereotypes? | Vancouver, BC

April 5 Great Trekker Series: Calgary – 
With Dave Mowat, BCom’78 | Calgary, AB

April 20  Tackling the Killers: Has Preventing HIV/AIDS  
Provided a Key to Sustainable Healthcare?  
| Kelowna, BC

Upcoming Alumni Programming

2016-17 alumni UBC Board of Directors

CHAIR

Faye Wightman, BSc’81 (Nursing)

VICE CHAIR

Gregg Saretsky, BSc’82, MBA’84

TREASURER

Barbara Anderson, BSc’78

TERMS ENDING 2017

Barbara Anderson, BSc’78 

Shelina Esmail, BA’93 

Ross Langford, BCom’89, LLB’89

TERMS ENDING 2018

Stephen Brooks, BA’92 

Randy Findlay, BASc’73, PEng ICDD 

Leslie Lee, BCom’84 

Faye Wightman, BSc’81 (Nursing)

TERMS ENDING 2019

Amir Adani, BSc’01 

Aleem Bandali, BA’99 

Valerie Casselton, BA’77 

Gregg Saretsky, BSc’82, MBA’84

Ex-Officio:

PRESIDENT’S DESIGNATE 
VICE PRESIDENT, DEVELOPMENT  
AND ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT

Barbara Miles, BA, Postgrad Cert. of Ed.

UBC PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Professor Santa J. Ono

UBC CHANCELLOR

Lindsay Gordon, BA’73, MBA’76

ASSOCIATE VP, ALUMNI /  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ALUMNI UBC

Jeff Todd, BA




