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REPORT TO THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Agenda Item #3.4

 SUBJECT 
TUITION: BACHELOR OF DESIGN IN ARCHITECTURE, LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE AND URBANISM (B.DES.) 

MEETING DATE APRIL 13, 2017 

APPROVED FOR 
SUBMISSION 

Forwarded to the Board of Governors on the Recommendation of the President 

Santa J. Ono, President and Vice-Chancellor 

DECISION 
REQUESTED 

IT IS HEREBY REQUESTED that the UBC Board of Governors approve tuition 

of $290.00 per credit for domestic students and $1,290.00 per credit for 

international students, and a Technology Use Fee of $300.00 for all 

students, for the Bachelor of Design in Architecture, Landscape 

Architecture and Urbanism program (B.Des.), which will commence in 

September 2018. 

Report Date March 17, 2017 

Presented By Angela Redish, Provost & Vice-President Academic pro tem 

Hugh Brock, Associate Provost Academic Innovation 

Marc Parlange, Dean, Faculty of Applied Science 

Ron Kellett, Director, School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture 

Mari Fujita, Chair, Environmental Design Program, School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Bachelor of Design (B.Des.) in Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Urbanism replaces the 

Bachelor of Environmental Design (B.En.D.) program offered since 2002. The B.Des. aims to lead 

Canadian undergraduate design education with a unique pedagogy, curriculum and infrastructure that 

is a model of studio-learning, technology in learning, collaborative learning, and community-based 

learning. The program is built upon an interdisciplinary learning environment that explores the 

connectedness of design across scales: from the design of objects to architecture; from landscape 

architecture to urban design. The program is a comprehensive design education that teaches students 

to positively impact society and the environment through design and aspires to graduate design leaders 

and entrepreneurs with the skills to launch ideas into action. 

The B.Des. will be a four-year, direct entry bachelor’s degree program in Architecture, Landscape 

Architecture and Urbanism which builds on the strengths and experience of the current B.En.D., a third-

year entry program. The B.Des. will commence in September 2018 with a cohort of up to 20 first-year 

students and a cohort of 30 second-year students who have completed the necessary credits to 

transfer into the program. 

INSTITUTIONAL STRATEGIC PRIORITIES SUPPORTED 
 Learning ☐ Research  Innovation ☐ Engagement 

(Internal / External) 

 International 

or ☐ Operational 
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DESCRIPTION 

& RATIONALE 

The B.Des. is designed to equip tomorrow’s design leaders and practitioners with the 

critical thinking and practical skills necessary to make positive and meaningful 

contributions to the creation of designed environments at many scales. The program 

capitalizes on the Vancouver region’s leadership in environmentally sustainable 

design experimentation by providing a unique and rich local learning laboratory for 

students from British Columbia, other Canadian provinces, and abroad. 

Demand for this program and its graduates is substantial. According to the B.C. 2025 

Labour Market Outlook Report, employment growth for ‘Architectural Services’ will 

grow 1.9% between 2016-2020 and 1.6% between 2020-2025. The report shows 

18,100 job openings in this sector, with an expansion of 6,600 jobs and the 

replacement of 11,600 jobs in 2016. The occupation of ‘Architect’ is listed in the “Top 

100 High Opportunity Occupations” among occupations requiring a Bachelors, 

Graduate, or First Professional Degree. For the North region in British Columbia, 

Architectural Services is listed as one of “The Five Industries Forecast to Expand the 

Fastest in the Region”.  Finally, the World Economic Forum “Jobs of the Future” report 

from January of 2016, lists the “Top 10 Competencies Projected for 2020”. From this 

list, the education in the B.Des. program explicitly teaches the following 

competencies: Complex Problem Solving, Critical Thinking, Creativity and indirectly 

teaches Coordinating with Others, Judgment And Decision-Making, and Service 

Orientation (p 15 of the B.C. 2025 Labour Market Outlook Report). 

The B.Des. is a 133-credit program that requires eight 4-month terms of full-time 

study. The program includes 91 credits of coursework in design, history and theory, 

technology, design media and professional practice. In addition, the program includes 

9 credits of required General University courses including a Reading requirement, a 

Writing requirement and a Geography requirement.  Finally, students are required to 

complete 33 credits of elective course work. Eligible students can apply for the 

Honours option; these students will engage in a more independent design studio 

experience in the last term. Students who opt for Cooperative Education can choose 

to complete up to four four-month terms. The students who select Co-op Education 

will add up to one calendar year to their course of study.  

Students who complete the B.Des. program will be able to: 

 Approach the design of places imaginatively and creatively.

 Think spatially and holistically about the design of buildings, neighbourhoods,

cities and regions.

 Think critically about architecture, landscape architecture and urban design

history and theory and apply it to design practice.

 Integrate design thinking and making across a range of scales

 Analyze local conditions and contexts and adapt sustainable design solutions

accordingly.
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 Exercise a wide range of communication skills, including graphic, written and

verbal.

 Emerge as critical thinkers who can challenge the status quo and offer design

solutions that bridge the theoretical and practical gaps between the disciplines of

architecture, landscape architecture and urban design. For design disciplines in

general, critical thinking pertains to the ability to leverage knowledge of the

history, theory and precedents of the discipline and identify a position that

challenging the status quo.

BENEFITS 

Learning, 

Research, 

Financial, 

Sustainability & 

Reputational 

Learning 

The B.Des. program will offer students a unique and relevant education in an intimate 

and progressive learning environment. This interdisciplinary design degree is unique 

to Canada as the only undergraduate design degree that actively integrates 

architecture, landscape architecture and urban design throughout the duration of the 

degree. In addition, the commitment to sustainable design that distinguishes the 

School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture (SALA) from other design schools 

in Canada is a core value of the B.Des. degree and is fundamental to many courses in 

its various subject areas.  

In addition to the B.Des. core requirements, the program supports Co-op as well as 

international educational experiences through a required design studio that works in 

a foreign context, as well as a Coordinated International Experience (CIE) option that 

sends students to Europe, Asia and Australia to study abroad for one term. 

Reputational, Innovation 

The B.Des program will enhance the profile of the School of Architecture and 

Landscape Architecture, the Faculty of Applied Science, and the University of British 

Columbia. It will call upon and enhance its expertise and reputation in interdisciplinary 

design education to develop graduates prepared to engage in design thinking and 

making at a variety of scales. 

Financial 

A careful analysis of revenue generated from the B.Des. program was conducted 

based on the existing student demand for the current Bachelor of Environmental 

Design program. The existing B.En.D. program attracts three qualified applicants for 

every seat. In addition to courses offered to design majors, the School of Architecture 

and Landscape Architecture offers four 100- and 200-level open enrolment courses to 

UBC students. These courses attract an average of over 100-students each. We are 

confident that the program will generate the projected revenue to ensure fiscal 

viability. 
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RISKS 

Financial, 

Operational & 

Reputational 

Finances and budgets for this program have been throughly reviewed and approved 

by the Director of Finance and Resources for the Faculty of Applied Science. As a new 

program replacing an existing program, there is minimal financial risk. The 

department commits to the regular review of enrolment and ongoing monitoring of 

costs and financial sustainability. 

COSTS 

Capital & 

Lifecycle 

Operating 

The program is designed to operate within the revenue of the School of Architecture 

and Landscape Architecture. The School’s share of tuition revenue will be sufficient 

to cover the costs of the program and no additional funding will be required. 

FINANCIAL 

Funding 

Sources, Impact 

on Liquidity 

The B.Des. will be funded from the existing block grant and from domestic and 

international tuition. The existing block grant supports 22 seats; in a program of 110 

students a year, the majority of the funding sources will come from tuition.  

Proposed program tuition is $290 per credit for domestic students and $1,290 per 

credit for international students, effective 2018 Winter Session. Upon acceptance to 

the program, students will be required to pay a non-refundable acceptance deposit 

of $500 for domestic students and $1,000 for international students to be applied 

towards their first tuition instalment. As do all students in SALA, B.Des students will 

be required to pay an annual Technology Use Fee of $300 to support the ongoing 

development and maintenance of requisite design media infrastructure.  The fee 

follows the current standard rate in all SALA programs and is payable once per year 

during the Term 1 of Winter session of each year level of the program. Tuition and fee 

details are included at the end of this document. 

The tuition was set based on an analysis of the tuition of programs in the area of 

Bachelors in Architecture and Design in the US and Canada relative to the reputation 

of the institution offering the program.  

SCHEDULE 

Implementation 

Timeline 

The program is scheduled to launch in September 2018. 

CONSULTATION 

Relevant Units, 

Internal & 

External 

Constituencies 

The proposal was reviewed, discussed, and approved by the following units: The 

Faculty of Applied Science (Dean’s Office, Finance Manager, School of Architecture 

and Landscape Architecture Faculty, Departments of Civil Engineering, Electrical and 

Computer Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Mining Engineering, Environmental 

Engineering, Chemical and Biological Engineering, SCARP); The Faculty of Arts (Dean’s 

Office, Department of Art History, Visual Art and Theory, Department of English, First 

Year Programs, Department of Geography, Liu Institute for Global Issues); Faculty of 

Commerce and Business Administration (Dean’s Office); Faculty of Science (Dean’s 

Office); Faculty of Forestry (Dean’s Office); Faculty of Land and Food Systems (Dean’s 

Office); and the UBC Library. 

Informal consultations with current students and alumni of the B.En.D program have 

been ongoing for the past three years. Every aspect of student feedback was 
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addressed in the re-designed curriculum including: first-year entry, room for electives 

in the 3rd and 4th year, an Arts minor added to the degree, more courses that replace 

typical requirements for graduate school e.g. structures, the addition of exchange and 

co-op, the degree name change. 

Students were formally consulted twice as the New Program Proposal evolved. 

Throughout September of 2016, current students were included in discussions 

regarding the naming of the new degree. Students were invited to two meetings 

where the naming was discussed.  Student feedback was sought on each proposed 

degree name and students voted at both meetings.   

In December of 2016, current student were given a formal consultation on the 

program proposal as a whole. Through the formal consultation, the students 

expressed support for the new degree.  

Consultation with Alma Mater Society (AMS), Graduate Student Society (GSS) took 

place over the period between February 9, 2017 to March 11, 2017.  A face-to-face 

meeting with AMS and GSS representatives took place on March 8, 2017. This meeting 

included representatives from Ends Society (the student society of the Bachelor of 

Environmental Design Program), LASA (the student society of the Master of 

Landscape Architecture Program), and Archus (the student society of the Master of 

Architecture Program). The final consultation report is attached. 



BACHELOR OF DESIGN (B.DES.) IN ARCHITECTURE, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE AND URBANISM 

STUDENT TUITION CONSULTATION REPORT 

The Vice-President, Students Office, in partnership with the Faculty of Applied Science and the School of Architecture 

and Landscape Architecture (SALA), conducted a student consultation regarding the tuition proposal for the Bachelor of 

Design (B.Des.) in Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Urbanism. This report outlines the consultation process and 

summarizes student feedback including the student representatives' submission verbatim in Appendix 2. 

Student Representative Bodies Invited to the Consultation 

 Alma Mater Society (AMS) 

 Architecture Student Society (ARCHUS) 

 International Students’ Association (ISA) 

 Environmental Design Society (EDS) 

 Landscape Architecture Students’ Association 

(LASA)

Mode of Consultation 

The consultation consisted of an e-consultation and a face-to-face meeting. Student representative groups were invited 

to the consultation through email, and asked to distribute the invitation to their constituents as they felt appropriate. 

Student representative groups were also offered a face-to-face meeting to discuss the tuition proposal. Two meetings 

with student representatives and faculty representatives occurred on March 8th, 2017.  

Basis of Consultation: The consultation was based on a tuition proposal and rationale document created by the Faculty. 

Please see Appendix 1 for the invitation and tuition rationale document.  

Timelines: The e-consultation was conducted over the period of February 9th, 2017 to March 11th, 2017. 

Summary of Student Feedback: A submission was received from ---. The verbatim submission is in Appendix 2.  

Organization Summary 

LASA student 
comments 
 

STUDENT FINANCIAL AID: 
“…the scholarships proposed were inadequate compared to the cost of tuition…” 
 
TUITION: 
“…the increased tuition will deter students from low income households from applying…” 
“…the mandatory study-abroad/travel studio…is viewed as an excellent experience, but seems to 
be a significant factor in the tuition increase.” 
“There are some concerns over having a new program with increases in tuition without having 
the space and infrastructures to legitimize this increase.” 

ENDS student 
comments 

OPPORTUNITIES: 
The new program offers extensive opportunities for students beyond the current Bachelor of 
Environmental Design program, including an international component to learning that is 
supported by student financial aid coming out of tuition fees. 
 
PROVINCIAL FUNDING: 
The number of provincially funded seats in the program are not increasing with the growth of 
the program, so it is understandable that tuition fees would have to increase to offset this 
imbalance. 

AMS student 
submission 
 

STUDENT FINANCIAL AID: 
“The AMS appreciates this allocation for awards…For future plans regarding awards within this 
program, the AMS would like to see more awards given to students to offset tuition costs and 
not just travel costs.” 
 
TUITION COMPARATORS: 
“…the Bachelor of Design in Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Urbanism is more costly 
for domestic students than the average per-year tuition rate for similar programs at McGill and 
the University of Toronto for all years of study, and Waterloo for the last two years of study.” 
“These high fees may be detrimental to the competitiveness of this new program in terms of 
recruitment, and pose an affordability issue to these students.” 

  No individual student submissions were received.  



 

APPENDIX 1: INVITATION TO CONSULTATION AND TUITION RATIONALE DOCUMENT 

Good afternoon, 

There is a submission by the Faculty of Applied Science to create the Bachelor of Design (B.Des.) in 

Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Urbanism. 

In order to inform the program leads and the Board of Governors with regards to the tuition proposal for 

this program, the University is undertaking a consultative process to get your comments as student 

representatives, and provide an opportunity for students to provide individual comments on the tuition 

proposal if they wish. Please note: the scope of this consultation process is limited to the tuition proposal. 

The consultation will consist of: 

1. e-consultation 

Please find attached a document which outline the details of the tuition proposal, including: 

·         an overview of the program, 

·         the student consultation that has happened to date, 

·         the tuition rationale for the program, and 

·         the proposed tuition. 

  

Please share the document and this email as you see appropriate. Comments on the tuition proposal and 

student submissions can be provided confidentially to: jenna.omassi@ubc.ca (Jenna Omassi, Advisor, Vice 

President Students Office). 

2. Face to Face meeting 

If requested by student representatives, we can arrange a face-to-face meeting with the program leads 

regarding this tuition proposal. Please advise as soon as possible if you would like us to arrange a meeting. 

 

THE CONSULTATION PROCESS WILL END ON MARCH 11, 2016 

Confidentiality 

Comments will be collected by the Vice-President Students Office, and only staff within that office will know 

the identity of individual students submitting comments. At no time will anyone outside of the Vice 

President Students Office know the identity of individual students who submit comments to this 

consultation. Your comments will only be used for the purposes of the tuition consultation.  

Comments from individual students will be stripped of any identifying information to ensure confidentiality, 

but otherwise will be provided to the responsible program leads and Board of Governors verbatim.  

Comments received from student organizations will be reported as coming from those organizations, and 

provided to the responsible faculty and Board of Governors as received. There will also be a summary report 

of the consultation developed for the Faculty and Board of Governors. 

Please let me know if you have any questions about the process. 

Thank you. 
Jenna Omassi 

Advisor, Strategic Support Team 

Vice-President Students’ Office 

University of British Columbia 

jenna.omassi@ubc.ca  

mailto:jenna.omassi@ubc.ca
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TUITION PROPOSAL 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Executive Summary of program 

The Bachelor of Design in Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Urbanism (Bachelor of Design) is a four-

year, direct entry bachelor’s degree program in Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Urbanism. The 

Bachelor of Design builds on the strengths of the current Bachelor of Environmental Design degree, a third-

year entry program.  

This studio-based program features an intense, interdisciplinary and creative learning environment that 

explores the connectedness of design across multiple scales: from the design of objects to buildings; from 

landscapes to urban design. The program teaches students to observe how design impacts society and the 

environment. Through design knowledge and skills, students learn how to become designers able to effect 

socially and ecologically sustainable change in the built environment. 

The Bachelor of Design program will be distinctive in Canada for its commitment to the integration of 

architecture, landscape architecture and urban design knowledge, methodologies and skills throughout the 

curriculum. We will lead Canadian undergraduate design education with a unique pedagogy, curriculum and 

infrastructure and to serve as a model of studio-learning, technology in learning, collaborative learning, and 

community-based learning at UBC. The student experience will combine traditional forms of classroom-

based teaching and learning with immersive design studio and construction / fabrication experiences. In 

addition, the program will offer community-based fieldwork opportunities, and education in 

entrepreneurship and ethics. Finally the program offers students to study or get work experience abroad 

with the Coordinated International Experience (CIE) program and the Co-operative Education Program. 

B.Des. graduates will be qualified and prepared to pursue graduate studies in Architecture, Landscape 

Architecture, Urban Design, and other allied fields of design or employment in a range of professional 

practices such as film production, product design, interior design, architecture, landscape architecture and 

community design. 

The four-year Bachelor of Design in Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Urbanism will replace the two-

year Bachelor of Environmental Design curriculum.  There will be some overlap with the programs as the 

Bachelor of Environmental Design is phased out. 

Length 4 years 

Total credits 133 

Credits of required 
programming 

UBC Requirements: 9 
Foundational (YR 1): 10 
Advanced (YR 2/ YR 3/ YR 4):  27 / 27 / 27 

Elective credits Foundational (YR 1): 12 
Advanced (YR 2/ YR 3/ YR 4): 21 

 

 

  



 

STUDENT CONSULTATION DURING THE PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 

In the three years of development of the Bachelor of Design degree proposal, we engaged in informal 

consultations with current students and alumni of the Bachelor of Environmental Design program. In these 

consultations, we asked current students what works in the current program, and how the program could be 

improved. Alumni were asked the same questions and also asked to reflect on their degree and how they are 

applying what they learned towards what they are doing post-Bachelor’s degree.  

The following summarizes the feedback we heard from our informal consultations: 

 Students want to start their design degrees earlier than the 3rd year of the Bachelor’s degree. 

 Students want to be assured, upon application to UBC, that they will be able to study design. 

 Students want more freedom in the 3rd and 4th year of their course of study in order to be able to 

pursue courses outside of the required curriculum. 

 Students want to have the opportunity to add a Minor to their degree. 

 Students want more courses that grant them advanced placement when they pursue a professional 

Master’s degree in a design discipline. 

 Students want to have the opportunity to go on exchange.  

 Students want to have the opportunity to go on co-op. 

 Bachelor of Environmental Design is a degree that is often misunderstood by employers and 

graduate schools; the students asked that we look at an alternative degree designation that clearly 

describes the education achieved. 

Throughout these three years, we showed current students and alumni pieces of the new curriculum and 

noted their reactions and comments.  

Every aspect of student feedback was addressed in the re-designed curriculum including: first-year entry, 

room for electives in the 3rd and 4th year, an Arts minor added to the degree, more courses that replace 

typical requirements for graduate school e.g. structures and supports, the addition of exchange and co-op, 

the degree name change. 

Students were formally consulted two times throughout the process. One with current students took place 

in discussions regarding the naming of the new degree.  Students were invited to two meetings where the 

naming was discussed.  Student feedback was sought on each proposed degree name and students voted at 

both meetings.   

The second, current student were given a formal consultation on the program proposal as a whole. Through 

the formal consultation, the students expressed support for the new degree.  

TUITION AND FEES RATIONALE 

Proposed program tuition is $290 per credit for domestic students and $1,290 per credit for international 

students, effective 2018 Winter Session.  Tuition and fee details are included at the end of this document. 

The tuition was set based on an analysis of the tuition of programs in the area of Bachelors in Architecture 

and design in the US and Canada relative to the reputation of the institution offering the program.  

  



 

Expected annual tuition, based on credits 

Required credits per year 
Tuition $CAD 

Domestic 
$290 per credit 

International 
$1290 per credit 

Year 1 – 31 credits $8,990 39,990 

Year 2 – 30 credits 8,700 38,700 

Year 3 – 36 credits 10,440 46,440 

Year 4 – 36 credits 10,440 46,440 

 

Program Details 

The Bachelor of Design program will accept 30 students a year, creating a student body of 120 students once 

the program reaches its full capacity. One third of these seats will be reserved for students admitted as 

transfer students each year to second year standing of the program.  Students may transfer from other 

programs within UBC or from other domestic or international Post-Secondary Institutions. To be eligible for 

consideration for admission to second year standing, applicants must have 24 or more transferable credits.  

UBC specific and program-specific requirements are noted in the proposal. 

The teaching of design requires small student-teacher ratios, large dedicated spaces such as the design 

studio for teaching, drawing, modeling and critiques and specialized equipment for modeling, prototyping 

and other forms of output. 

In addition to the academic components, the program will provide: 

 Dedicated design studio space for students in the program. 

 Specialized instructors (e.g. needs to be taught by those with highly specialized knowledge and 

reputation within the design community). 

 A dedicated analog workshop and support for output technology. 

 Digital teaching resources 

 A dedicated student development to support the Coordinated International Experience and the Co-

operative Education Program. 

Methodology 

The domestic and international tuition rates were derived from the following methodology: 

 Research into our peer institutions was performed in order to benchmark our domestic and 

international tuition rates within the context of Canada, U.S.A., Europe and Australia. 

 A detailed budget was created balancing the revenue and expenses associated with the program. 

The tuition rates were established within the context of an excellent and well-supported teaching 

and administrative model that creates an annual contingency fund of 5% of the revenue. The tuition 

rate will produce a contingency fund that will be used for support learning in the program.  



 

Benchmarking 

The program has been benchmarked against other 4-year Bachelor’s degrees in Canada, the U.S.A., the 

Europe, and Australia.  Key competitor programs noted below: 

Institution (Canada) 
Tuition $CAD 

 Domestic International 
Toronto - Honours Bachelor of Arts in Architectural Studies $6,400 $41,920 

McGIll- Bachelor of Science Architecture 7,227 17,807 

Dalhousie - Bachelor of Environmental Design 8,899 18,364 

Waterloo- Bachelor of Architectural Studies 9,214 36,810 

Manitoba - Bachelor of Environmental Design 4,600 16,200 

Ryerson - Bachelor of Architectural Science 10,438 24,947 

Institution (US) 
Tuition $USD Tuition $CAD 

Domestic International Domestic International 
Michigan - Bachelor of Science in 

Architecture 
$14,496 $46,435 $18,967 $60,743 

University of Washington - Bachelor 

of Art in Architecture 
11,305 29,489 14,788 38,584 

Texas, Austin - Bachelor of Science in 

Architectural Studies 
10,986 36,674 14,376 47,975 

Illinois, Urbana Champaign - Bachelor 

of Science in Architectural Studies 
15,698 32,848 20,540 42,979 

Wisconsin, Madison - Bachelor of 

Science Landscape Studies 
13,761 34,738 18,006 45,452 

Minnesota - Bachelor of Design in 

Architecture  
14,224 23,888 18,611 31,256 

North Carolina State - Bachelor of 

Environmental Design in Architecture 
7,806 25,326 10,215 33,139 

     

Institution 
Tuition $AUD Tuition $CAD 

 Domestic International  Domestic International 
Melbourne - Bachelor of Design   33,769 

 
33,767 

     Tuition Rationale 

The intention of the Bachelor of Design program is to create top quality design students. The best of our 

students will be prepared to gain admittance to and excel in the best graduate design schools in Canada and 

abroad. The value of the program is the success and competitiveness of our graduates. 

The teaching of design requires small student-teacher ratios, large dedicated spaces for teaching such as the 

design studio, and specialized equipment for modeling, prototyping and other forms of output. The revenue 

from the tuition will enable SALA to deliver the best teaching models, and support to our students. This 

includes keeping class sizes small: 30 is the typical class size for the B.Des. program. 

The program enables students to study design in the context of the Greater Vancouver Region, a vibrant and 

dynamic liveable city. Students will benefit from studying in this international location through engagement 

with projects, sites, and local professionals. Students will be able to draw from their experiences studying in 

the Greater Vancouver Region in their future studies and work.  



 

The program has features that will enhance student development such as a Coordinated International 

Experience and a Co-operative Education Program. The students will be well supported by the staff assigned 

to this role as they engage, exchange and pursue co-op opportunities specifically sought after for this 

program. 

Output, experimenting with materials, and making, are a crucial aspect of the design education. The 

students are given access to a woodworking shop and digital output devices such as 3D printers, laser 

cutters, CNC mills, and more. In addition, students have staff dedicated to assisting them with analog and 

digital tools. 

Courses are equipped with budgets that allow faculty to purchase supplies for the course, and to bring in 

critics from the outside to review design work. This budget expands the ability for students to work on group 

projects such as a large site model for a design studio, and to have their work exposed to professionals and 

academics from outside of UBC. 

The recruitment and marketing budget will allow SALA to create compelling marketing material and travel 

each year within British Columbia to engage the best candidates for the program. Our ability to recruit top 

students will contribute to our ability to be a leading program for design. 

Finally, $80,000 in financial aid (scholarships and bursaries) will be created. We will set aside 8% of the 

program’s revenue for scholarships. One set of scholarships and bursaries will be used to attract and recruit 

top incoming students ($35,000 a year). The other set of scholarships will support international academic 

experiences. These scholarships will support students by offsetting the cost of travel for the Coordinated 

International Experience, as well as to offset the cost of travel for students in a design studio that has a 

mandatory field trip ($45,000 a year). 

PROPOSED TUITION AND FEES 

Tuition 

The proposed tuition for the program is $290/credit for domestic students and $1290/credit for 

International students.  

 Domestic International 

Tuition Fees per Credit - Note 1 $290 $1,290 

Application Fee – Note 2 $68 $114 

Supplemental Application Fees Not applicable Not applicable 

Non-Refundable Acceptance Deposit – Note 3 $500 $1,000 

Faculty and Course Fees  - Note 4 $300 $300 

 

Note 1 – Program intends to accept the first cohort of students for September 2018.  Per credit tuition fee is 

subject to general tuition increases as approved by the University. The international per credit tuition fee 

follows the current standard date in the Bachelor of Environmental Design program. 

Note 2 - This is the current standard rate for the 2018W application cycle and is subject to annual increases.  

Note 3 - The non-refundable acceptance deposits will be applied towards the first tuition instalment. 

Note 4 – Technology Use Fee to support the ongoing development and maintenance of requisite design 

media infrastructure.  The fee follows the current standard rate in SALA programs and is payable once per 

year during the Term 1 of Winter session of each year level of the program.  

 



 

APPENDIX 2: STUDENT SUBMISSIONS 

There were verbatim comments from LASA.  

 There is general excitement over new program. LASA views it as an positive addition to the school 
 A significant number of students were neutral on the tuition increase 
 Some expressed concern that the scholarships proposed were inadequate compared to the cost of 

tuition, and that universities with high tuition usually offer more substantial financial aid 
 There was also concern that the increased tuition will deter students from low income households 

from applying, and that the increase was incongruous with the goal of increasing enrollment from 
students in currently under-represented communities – something not mentioned in the proposal, 
but stated as a goal by faculty in the consultation meeting.  

 There is some skepticism over the mandatory study-abroad/travel studio. It is viewed as an excellent 
experience, but seems to be a significant factor in the tuition increase. 

 There are some concerns over having a new program with increases in tuition without having the 
space and infrastructures to legitimize this increase. 

 Some questioned the comparative tuition framework; even if they are state universities, the 
American school system and educational values differed greatly from Canada. In this, sense, even 
with larger programs, the University of Manitoba and University of Quebec in Montreal, could offer 
better examples.  

 

 

 

  



 

There was a submission from the AMS.  

 




