
Template revised: February 12 2020 

 BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 

 SUBJECT Tuition Approval – Master of Business Administration and Master of Business Analytics Dual 
Degree Program Option 

SUBMITTED TO Finance Committee 

MEETING DATE April 6, 2020 

SESSION 
CLASSIFICATION  

Recommended session criteria from Board Meetings Policy:  

OPEN 

ACTION 
REQUESTED 

Please indicate requested Board action:   Decision requested: approval of proposed resolution 

IT IS HEREBY REQUESTED that the Finance Committee, on behalf of the Board of Governors, 
approve program tuition fees for the new Master of Business Administration and Master of 
Business Analytics Dual Degree Program Option that is the sum of the tuition fees for the 
two existing programs. For 2020-2021, total tuition fees will be $14,957.30 per instalment 
for domestic students and $23,160.67 per instalment for international students, for a 
minimum of six (6) instalments.  
 
For the Board’s information, a non-refundable acceptance deposit of $5,000 and a $2,500 
non-refundable deferral acceptance deposit were conditionally approved by the President 
in February 2020, pending the Board’s approval of the program and its tuition rates. 

SUBMISSION 
DATE March 13, 2020 

LEAD EXECUTIVE Provost and Vice-President Academic (UBC Vancouver) 

PRESENTED BY Prof. Andrew Szeri, Provost and Vice-President Academic (UBC Vancouver)  

SUPPORTED BY Dr. Pam Ratner, Vice-Provost and Associate Vice-President Enrolment & Academic Facilities 
Dr. Simon Bates, Associate Provost Teaching & Learning 

PRIOR SUBMISSIONS  

The subject matter of this submission has not previously been considered by the Finance Committee.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Faculty of Commerce and Business Administration is proposing a new 24-month dual degree option 
combining the existing Master of Business Administration (MBA) and Master of Business Analytics (MBAN) to 
respond to an increasingly data-driven marketplace. By combining courses from both programs, students will 
graduate with two world-class degrees: the MBA that provides a rigorous, relevant, and global business 
education, and the MBAN that deepens students’ knowledge of analytical know-how on collecting, 
processing, and analyzing data. This dual degree program option is geared towards motivated professionals who 
want to both gain specialized knowledge in data analytics as well as develop their leadership and management 
skills. Graduates will have a combination of managerial expertise and analytics skills that are in high demand from 
employers across a variety of industries. 

Completing the two programs separately or consecutively would typically require 28 months of academic study 
and up to 36 months of calendar time. The savings in time is achieved by exempting students in the dual degree 
option from 16 credits of coursework. Completing the two degree via this dual degree option provides 
considerable savings in time and opportunity cost for students. 
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This Dual Degree Program Option is aligned with UBC’s Strategic Plan in the following ways: 

- Strategy 11: Education Renewal by building on two existing programs to address emerging career paths in 
management and analytics; and   

- Strategy 15: Student Experience by furthering students’ ability to realize their academic and career goals. 

During the development of this Program Option, 148 graduates of both the MBA and MBAN in 2019 were 
surveyed. More than a third of respondents (37%) indicated that they would have pursued this Dual Degree if it 
had been available to them.  

The proposed tuition fee for the Dual Degree Program Option is the sum of the fees for the two component 
programs. The practice of combining tuition fees aligns with the same calculation used for other dual degree 
programs at UBC. The approved tuition fees for the component programs and the proposed tuition for 2020W are 
as follows: 

 Domestic Students International Students 

MBA MBAN 
Proposed 

Dual Degree MBA MBAN 
Proposed 

Dual Degree 
Tuition fee per 
instalment in 
2020/21 

$12,354.48 $13,441.96 $14,957.30 $20,815.41 $18,567.46 $23,160.67 

Minimum # of 
instalments 4 3 6 4 3 6 

Total program fee  $49,417.92 $40,325.88 $89,743.80 $83,261.64 $55,702.38 $138,964.02 
 

The Office of the Vice-President Students conducted a student consultation regarding the tuition proposal (as per 
Policy LR4). The e-consultation was conducted from January 8, 2020 to February 10, 2020. A submission 
responding to the tuition proposal was received from the Graduate Student Society, to which the Faculty 
responded. A subsequent submission from the AMS was received and raised similar questions. The Faculty's 
response to the GSS was shared with the AMS and the AMS confirmed that no further information was required. 
 
Pending approval by the Board of Governors, students who will be starting one of the two component programs 
in September 2020 may request and apply for admission into the Dual Degree Program Option during the first 
term (i.e., September to December 2020). This switch into the Dual Degree Program Option will continue to be 
available in future years in addition to the regular admission process.    

For the Board’s information, a non-refundable acceptance deposit of $5,000 and a $2,500 non-refundable deferral 
acceptance deposit for domestic and international students was conditionally approved by the President, in 
February 2020, pending the Board’s approval of the program and its tuition rates. This deposit will be levied when 
a student accepts an offer of admission and will be applied to the student’s tuition balance. 

 

Appendices 

1. Tuition and Fee Assessment Details  
2. Student Tuition Consultation Report 
3. Non-Refundable Acceptance Deposit Memo 

https://strategicplan.ubc.ca/strategy-11-education-renewal/
https://strategicplan.ubc.ca/strategy-15-student-experience/
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Tuition and Fee Assessment Details 

Program Description:  Master of Business Administration and Master of Business 
Analytics Dual Degree Program Option
Anticipated Start Date: September 2020 

Domestic International 

Tuition fees per credit – Note 1 $14,957.30 $23,160.67 

Minimum No. of Instalments 6 6 

Continuing Fees per Instalment (assessed after 6 
instalments) 

$776.01 $776.01 

Application Fees – Note 2 $148.50 $148.50 

Non-Refundable Acceptance Deposit – Note 3 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 

Note 1 – Proposed tuition will be subject to increases as established by the Board. Tuition 
and student fees are charged in three equal instalments payable in January, May and 
September. 
Note 2 – This is the current Sauder School of Business Application fee for Master’s level 
programs for the 2021W application cycle and is subject to increases as approved by the 
Board. 
Note 3 – This is the current non-refundable acceptance deposit for the Masters of Business 
Administration and Master of Business Analytics and will be submitted to the President for 
approval for the dual program. A non-refundable deferral acceptance deposit of $2,500 for 
both domestic and international students will also apply as aligned with the aforementioned 
programs. 



MBA – MBAN DUAL DEGREE OPTION 
STUDENT TUITION CONSULTATION REPORT 

The Vice-President, Students Office, in partnership with the Faculty of Faculty of Commerce and Business 
Administration, conducted a student consultation regarding the tuition proposal for a new 24-month dual degree 
option combining the existing Master of Business Administration (MBA) and Master of Business Analytics (MBAN). This 
report outlines the consultation process and summarizes student feedback including the student representatives' 
submission verbatim in Appendix 2. 

Student Representative Bodies Invited to the Consultation 
• Alma Mater Society (AMS)
• Graduate Student Society (GSS)
• Sauder MBA Society

Mode of Consultation 

The consultation consisted of an e-consultation and a face-to-face meeting. Student representative groups were invited 
to the consultation through email, and asked to distribute the invitation to their constituents as they felt appropriate. 
Student representative groups were also offered a face-to-face meeting to discuss the tuition proposal. A meeting was 
not requested by student representatives. 

Basis of Consultation: The consultation was based on a tuition proposal and rationale document created by the Faculty 
of Faculty of Commerce and Business Administration. Please see Appendix 1 for the invitation and tuition rationale 
document.  

Timelines: The e-consultation was conducted over the period of Wednesday 8th January to Monday 10th February. 

Summary of Student Feedback: A submission was received from the GSS and AMS. The Faculty of Faculty of Commerce 
and Business Administration provided a response to questions posed.  
The verbatim submissions and response are in Appendix 2.  

Organization Summary 

GSS 

TUITION CALCULATION FOR DUAL DEGREE PROGRAM  
“We realize the proposed Dual Degree program is unique as it combines the MBA and MBAN, 
however we believe it would be beneficial to clarify exactly how the proposed tuition was 
calculated, as there appears to be a conflict between the calculation used in the tuition proposal 
and that found in the UBC Academic Calendar.” 

MORE DETAIL ON STRUCTURE REQUESTED 
“Our second recommendation is concerned with the structure of the program, and the 16 credits 
that will be removed. We at the GSS are excited to hear more about this new, integrated 
program, and we very much respect the effort and time that is put into the creation of new 
degrees. Simply put, we would like to know more about this program.” 

STUDENTS SHOULD PAY FOR CREDITS RECEIVED 
“However, we would recommend for our third recommendation to reassess the proposed 
tuition for the new Dual degree, so students are only paying for the credits they receive.” 

WIDER DEMOGRAPHIC CONSULTATION 
“Our fourth and final recommendation is to widen the demographic surveyed in the student 
consultation. The GSS acknowledges the difficulties of Student Consultation and we appreciate 
the consultation process that has occurred with the UBC MBA and MBAN graduates. However, 
we would caution that the demographic surveyed may provide limiting data and may not 
accurately represent the reality of all potential applicants.” 
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AMS 

TUITION SHOULD REFLECT COURSES REQUIRED 
“The AMS advocates that tuition cost should proportionally reflect the amount of actually 
courses being required to take in order to be fair and accountable. If this dual degree option is 
16 credits less coursework, the tuition fees should reflect that, and be less than the current 
proposed amount of $89,743.80. From the students’ perspective, while there is a savings in time 
via less credits, the same cost is accrued for fewer hours of instruction.” 

   
No individual student submissions were received.  
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APPENDIX 1: INVITATION TO CONSULTATION AND TUITION RATIONALE 
DOCUMENT 
 
Good afternoon, 
  
There is a submission by the Faculty of Commerce and Business Administration to create a new dual degree program 
combining the Master of Business Administration (MBA) and Master of Business Analytics (MBAN). 
  
In order to inform the program leads and the Board of Governors with regards to the tuition proposal for this program, 
the University is undertaking a consultative process to get your comments as student representatives, and provide an 
opportunity for students to provide individual comments on the tuition proposal if they wish. Please note: the scope of 
this consultation process is limited to the tuition proposal. 
  
I have been unable to find contact details for the MBAN Student Society – please forward if you are in contact with 
these students. 
  
The consultation consists of: 
  
1. e-consultation 
Please find attached a document that outlines the details of the tuition proposal, including: 
  
·         an overview of the program, 
·         consultation to date, 
·         tuition rationale for the program, and 
·         the proposed tuition. 
  
Please share the document and this email as you see appropriate. Comments on the tuition proposal and student 
organization submissions can be provided confidentially to: Natasha Moore – Planning and Evaluation Advisor, Vice 
President Students Office (natasha.moore@ubc.ca). 
  
2. Face to Face meeting 
If requested by student representatives, we can arrange a face-to-face meeting with the program leads regarding this 
tuition proposal. Please advise as soon as possible if you would like us to arrange a meeting. 
  
THE CONSULTATION PROCESS WILL END MONDAY 10TH FEBRUARY. 
  
Confidentiality  
Comments will be collected by the Vice-President Students Office, and only analysts within that office will know the 
identity of individual students submitting comments. At no time will anyone outside of the Vice President Students 
Office know the identity of individual students who submit comments to this consultation. Your comments will only be 
used for the purposes of the tuition consultation. 
  
Comments from individual students will be stripped of any identifying information to ensure confidentiality, but 
otherwise will be provided to the responsible program leads and Board of Governors verbatim. 
  
Comments received from student organizations will be reported as coming from those organizations, and provided to 
the responsible faculty and Board of Governors as received. There will also be a summary report of the consultation 
developed for the Faculty and Board of Governors. 
  
If you have any questions about this process, please contact Natasha Moore at natasha.moore@ubc.ca  
  
Natasha 
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NEW PROGRAM TUITION CONSULTATION 
Dual Degree Program Option: M.B.A. / M.B.A.N. 

 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 
The Faculty of Commerce and Business Administration is proposing a new 24-month dual degree option combining the 
existing Master of Business Administration (MBA) and Master of Business Analytics (MBAN) to respond to an increasingly 
data-driven marketplace. By combining courses from both programs, students will graduate with two world-class 
degrees: the MBA which provides a rigorous, relevant and global business education and the MBAN that will deepen 
students’ knowledge of analytical know-how on collecting, processing, and analyzing data. 
Completing the two programs separately or consecutively would typically require 28 months of academic study and up 
to 36 months of calendar time. The savings in time is achieved by exempting students in the dual degree option from 16 
credits of coursework. Completing the two degree via this dual degree option provides considerable savings in time and 
opportunity cost for students. 
The MBA provides a rigorous, relevant and global business education while the MBAN deepens students’ knowledge of 
analytical know-how on collecting, processing, and analyzing data. This dual degree program option is geared towards 
motivated professionals who want to both gain specialized knowledge in data analytics as well as develop their leadership 
and management skills. Graduates will have a combination of managerial expertise and analytics skills that are in high 
demand from employers across a variety of industries. 
 
STUDENT CONSULTATION DURING THE PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 
 
Graduates of both the MBA and MBAN in 2019 were surveyed. Of 148 surveys sent, 49 responded (33% response rate). 
Of those who responded, 37% selected “yes” to the question of whether they would pursue this dual degree option if it 
was offered during their program; a further 43% selected “maybe.” 
This program option is being proposed in response to this strong support from past students. 
 
TUITION AND FEES RATIONALE 
 
The approval of this new program option would not result in a change in the tuition or fees to the existing MBA and 
MBAN program. The tuition and fees for the dual degree option will follow an established formulaic approach which 
combines the respective individual programs’ approved program instalment rates. This practice of combining tuition fees 
aligns with the same calculation used for other dual degree programs at UBC. 
 
Tuition and fees for each of the two programs are set as program fees and tuition is paid in instalments. The table below 
shows a sample calculation using the approved 2020/21 instalment rates for the existing MBA and MBAN program:  
 

 Domestic Students International Students 
MBA MBAN MBA MBAN 

Current instalment fee for 
students beginning in 2020 
S/W  

$12,354.48 $13,441.96 $20,815.41 $18,567.46 

Minimum # of instalments 4 3 4 3 
Total program fee  $49,417.92 $40,325.88 $83,261.64 $55,702.38 

  
The tuition and fees for the dual degree program option would be collected through six installments over the 24 months. 

 Domestic Students International Students 
Proposed instalment fee for 
students beginning in 2020 
W 

$14,957.30 $23,160.67 

Number of instalments 6 6 
Total program fee  $89,743.80 $138,964.02 

From the students’ perspective, there will be savings in time and number of credits that are required to be completed. 
From the University and Faculty’s perspective, the savings are expected to be minimal. Due to the small sizes of the two 
programs (approx. 100 students in the MBA and 50 in the MBAN per cohort), the number of course sections that will be 
delivered is not expected to decrease as a result of the introduction of this dual degree option. Although many 
respondents in the student survey indicated interest in the dual degree option, we anticipate a smaller number (~5) of 
actual registrants in the option. 
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Comparative data: 
Tuition rates for similar programs involving an MBA and a Master in Business Analytics: 
 

Institution Program Duration Tuition Notes 
Instituto 
Empresa, 
Spain 

MBA + Master in 
Business Analytics 
and Big Data 

19 months 
full-time 
 

95,700 Euros  
(approx. $141,000 CAD) 

9 month MBA + 
10 month Master Business 
Analytics 

University of 
Minnesota, 
USA 

MBA + Master of 
Science in Business 
Analytics  

2.5 years 
full-time 
 

Resident: USD $104,814  
 
Non-resident: USD 
$140,643 

Year 1 MBA + 
Year 2 MSBA + 
Year 3 MBA 
Global component 

Queen’s 
Smith School 
of Business, 
Ontario 

MBA + Master of 
Management 
Analytics 

24 months 
full-time 

Domestic: $83,000 + 
$42,905 = $125,905 
 
International: $95,000 + 
72,500 = $167,500 

Tuition may be reduced below 
the total of the two separate 
programs to the extent that 
MBA credits can be transferred 
into the MMA program.  

 
 
 
PROPOSED TUITION AND FEES 
 
Program Description: Dual Degree Program Option: Master of Business Administration and Master of Business Analytics 

Anticipated Start Date: September 2020 

 Domestic International 

Tuition fees per instalment – Note 1 $14,957.30 $23,160.67 

Minimum No. of Instalments 6 6 

Continuing Fees per Instalment (assessed after 6 instalments) $776.01 $776.01 

Application Fees – Note 2 $148.50 $148.50 

Non-Refundable Acceptance Deposit – Note 3 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 

 

Note 1 – Proposed tuition will be subject to annual increases as established by the university. Tuition and student fees 
are charged in three equal instalments payable in January, May and September. 

Note 2 – This is the current Sauder School of Business Application fee for Master’s level programs for the 2021W 
application cycle and is subject to annual increases.  

Note 3 – This is the current non-refundable acceptance deposit for the Masters of Business Administration and Master 
of Business Analytics and will be submitted to the President for approval for the dual program. A non-refundable deferral 
acceptance deposit of $2,500 for both domestic and international students will also apply as aligned with the 
aforementioned programs. 
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APPENDIX 2: STUDENT SUBMISSIONS AND FACULTY RESPONSE 
There was a submission from the GSS and AMS, and a response from the Faculty.  
 
SUBMISSION FROM GSS AND AMS 
 

 

 

Thea Koerner House 
225 - 6371 Crescent Rd. Vancouver 

604.822.3203 
gss.ubc.ca 

 
 

 

 
1 OF 4 

 

Submission to the UBC Sauder School of Business regarding the Tuition for the new Graduate Dual Degree 

Program Option: MBAN + MBA 

 

February 5th, 2020 

 

Dear Faculty,  

 

This submission is sent on behalf of the Graduate Student Society of UBC in response to the feedback request from 

the UBC Academic and University Affairs Office on tuition for the creation of a specialized dual Graduate Program 

consisting of the combination of the existing Master of Business Administration (MBA) and Master of Business 

Analytics (MBAN) programs.  

As a Society we try to provide feedback that reflects the dual desires of graduate students:  

• That the University is able to meet its goal of providing outstanding and relevant programs for graduate 

students 

• That graduate education at UBC should be affordable and accessible 

We recognize that this new dual program meets a significant need in the rapidly diversifying business field for 

integrating analytics and data into global business practices. It is also a program that unites with UBC’s mission of 

excellence in education, offering students rigorous, relevant business education while challenging students with a 

hands-on approach to data collection and processing. We also appreciate that the program is structured to build 

the skills that are in demand from current employers, which will provide these graduates a competitive edge when 

they enter the workforce. 

The proposed tuition for this Dual program course is $89,743.80 for Domestic students, and $138,964.02 for 

International students. The proposal also stated that 16 credits are to be cut in the combining of these programs. 

This is a unique program that’s geared to the business world of the future, and there are several recommendations 

we are excited to make regarding this program. 

Firstly, the tuition consultation states that the tuition amounts were calculated by following the UBC tuition and 

fees guidelines for Dual Degrees which includes a “formulaic approach that combines the respective programs’ 

approved program instalment rates”. This means the tuition currently proposed for this Dual Degree program is 

the sum of the MBA and MBAN programs. For example, the tuition for a Domestic MBA is $49,417.92 and the 
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RESPONSE FROM FACULTY 
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