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 BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 

 SUBJECT 1260 Discovery Avenue, Kelowna – FortisBC Inc. Statutory Right of Way 

SUBMITTED TO Property Committee 

MEETING DATE March 12, 2024 

SESSION 
CLASSIFICATION  

Recommended session criteria from Board Meetings Policy:  

OPEN  

REQUEST APPROVAL REQUESTED 
IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Property Committee, in accordance with authority delegated 
by the Board of Governors: 

i. authorizes the Administration to seek Ministerial approval for the grant of statutory right 
of way over the lands shown on Attachment 1 to the briefing to FortisBC Inc. for utility 
purposes pursuant to Section 50(2) of the University Act; 

ii. authorizes the Administration to, upon receipt of Ministerial approval, grant the 
aforementioned statutory right of way to FortisBC Inc. on terms and conditions approved 
by the University Counsel; and,  

iii. declares that the disposal of an interest in land (i.e., the grant of statutory right of way 
described above) will not affect the future delivery of educational programs. 

LEAD EXECUTIVE Robin Ciceri, Vice-President External Relations  

SUPPORTED BY Michael White, Associate Vice-President Campus & Community Planning 
Rob Einarson, Associate Vice-President Finance & Operations, UBC Okanagan 
Ben Johnson, Director, Office of Campus Planning, UBC Okanagan 

PRIOR SUBMISSIONS  

The subject matter of this submission has not previously been considered by the Property Committee. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A Statutory Right of Way (SRW) is a registered interest in land that grants the right to enter upon land for certain 
public purposes. The University Act requires UBC to seek ministerial approval before granting any interests in 
land, including SRWs. This report provides information regarding the proposed disposition of land and requests 
the Board’s authorization. 

The SRW over a 71m2 portion of the UBC Okanagan campus at 1260 Discover Avenue is required to allow FortisBC 
Inc. to provide electrical service to the new Child Care Facility, scheduled for completion in August 2024. 
Encumbering this small portion of land with an SRW does not hinder future development opportunities, nor affect 
the operation, function and future delivery of educational programs at the UBC Okanagan campus. 

Once authorization is provided, the Administration will seek Ministerial Approval, and upon receipt of such 
approval, execute the required plans and agreement to affect the disposition, once said agreement has been 
vetted by the Office of the University Counsel to ensure full protection of UBC’s rights and interests. 
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BACKGROUND 

The Child Care Facility project is currently under construction and involves a total construction cost of $4.2 
million, of which $2.7 million is provided by the Childcare BC New Spaces Fund. The project received Executive 1,2 
approval on April 14, 2022 and Executive 3 approval on October 10, 2023. Project completion is scheduled for 
August 2024, with occupancy by September 2024. 

A new transformer is required to provide electrical service to the new Child Care Facility. The transformer will be 
located at the northeast corner of the Child Care Facility adjacent to the site’s existing driveway access. A SRW for 
FortisBC Inc. is required for the new transformer and conduit connecting it to the existing primary service on 
Discovery Avenue, covering a relatively modest area of 71m2. Refer to Attachment 1 for a context map showing 
the location of the FortisBC SRW, and Attachment 2 for the surveyed SRW Plan EPP129361.  

The SRW location does not impact future development potential of the campus. It is sited strategically between 
the new Child Care Facility and the adjacent driveway access, and does not impact any future building sites 
identified in the UBC Okanagan Campus Plan.  

The SRW agreement with FortisBC Inc. will be consistent with the forms of agreement previously reviewed and 
approved by UBC. Upon Board approval, Campus Planning will submit a request for Ministerial approval to the 
Ministry of Post Secondary Education and Future Skills. 

 

APPENDICES  

1. Context Map – 1260 Discovery Avenue 
2. FortisBC SRW Plan EPP129361 



LEGEND
Existing 
SRW

Proposed 
FortisBC SRW

New Child Care 
Facility

Existing Daycare
1262 Discovery Ave.

New Child 
Care Facility

1260 Discovery Ave.

Upper 
Cascades 
Residence

Upper Campus Health 
Building

Monashee
Residence

New 
Playground

Existing Parking & 
Driveway Access

Existing
Playground

Existing 
Playground

New 
Transformer

SRW Area
71m2

N

Appendix 1: Context Map – 1260 Discovery Avenue
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