
 

 LAND USE & OPERATIONAL SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
 Terms of Reference 

 

 
AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION 

The Land Use Policy (UP12) establishes the Land Use & Operational Sustainability Committee (‘the Committee’) 
as a subcommittee of the UBC Board of Governors, reporting to the Board of Governors normally through the 
Property Committee. 

Land Use Rules may include rules respecting the management, government and control of real property, 
buildings and structures owned, leased or otherwise held by the University.   

Land Use Rules may include rules respecting development, construction, security, use, occupancy, density, 
landscaping, noise, nuisance, business control, signage, way finding, road functions and standards, fees, charges 
and other matters. 

PURPOSE OF THE COMMITTEE 

(a) The primary duty and function of the Committee is to: 

- Recommend to the Board of Governors – through the Property Committee – the adoption, amendment 
or repeal of Land Use Rules; 

- Ensure that there has been appropriate public consultation process in the development, amendment or 
repeal of rules for non-institutional parts of the campus; 

- Manage compliance with the Land Use Rules and governance requirements; 

- Create processes for the issuance of permits and the discharge of the role of Authority having jurisdiction 
under the British Columbia Building Code; 

- Delegate administrative and decision-making authority regarding compliance and permit issuance 
processes to Campus + Community Planning; and, 

- Report to the Board of Governors annually on the Committee’s activities. 

(b) As part of the development, amendment or repeal of rules affecting non-institutional lands, the Committee 
may hear representations of the campus community at a public meeting. 

COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE 

Committee composition shall be as follows: 

- two members of the Board of Governors: 

- the Chair of the Property Committee, to serve as the Committee Chair; and, 

- a member of the Board of Governors as selected by the Committee Chair from time to time and who 
serves as Committee Vice-Chair in the event that the Chair is absent; 

- the Responsible Executive under Policy UP12; 

- the Associate Vice-President Campus + Community Planning;  

- the Associate Vice-President Facilities; and, 

- at least two but not more than four external members. 
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 The Committee Chair shall determine the number and the identity of the external members of the Committee, 
with the caveat that any person who is a student of UBC, an employee of UBC, or a member of the Board of 
Governors, the Council of Senates, the UBC Okanagan Senate or the UBC Vancouver Senate is disqualified from 
serving as an external member of the Committee so long as they have such status. 

QUORUM 

Attendance by at least 51% of the members of the Committee constitutes quorum.  

In the case of a tie vote on a motion, the motion is defeated. The Meeting Chair does not have a second or 
deciding vote. 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE AND MEETING TIMES 

The Committee shall meet as required. The time, date and place of meetings will be made available to the public 
by the posting of notices on the Board of Governors website. 

AGENDA 

The Meeting Chair, in consultation with the Committee Vice-Chair and members of the UBC Executive who have 
been designated as liaisons by the President, is responsible for determining the Agenda for each meeting and 
for determining whether each Agenda item should be considered in open, closed, or in camera session, through 
a process facilitated by the Board Secretariat.  

MEETING PROCEDURES 

Subject to the following points, the Committee shall determine its own procedures: 

- All meetings shall be held in public unless the Chair directs certain deliberations to take place in a closed 
session. 

- The Committee shall keep written Minutes of all business transacted at the meetings.  

- The Committee shall approve the Agenda for the meeting as well as Minutes of the previous meeting at the 
start of each meeting. 

- Members of the Committee will not respond to any representations from an affected party or members of 
the public after conclusion of a public meeting on any proposal to develop, amend or repeal a Land Use 
Rule. 

- The Committee Chair will serve as the sole spokesperson for the Committee.  

- All points of procedure during the progress of a meeting of the Committee shall be governed by these Terms 
of Reference. 
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CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

The Committee members shall make known any personal involvement they may have in a Land Use Rule being 
reviewed by the Committee, or any other close relationship that might be deemed or appear to constitute a 
conflict of interest. Once a member recognizes a conflict of interest, that member will not participate further in 
the discussion. 

Members of the Committee will represent the interests of the University as a whole, and not any particular 
constituency. Should the Chair claim that a Committee member is not acting in accordance with this, the Chair 
may rule the member out of order. 

Members of the Committee will be guided by their respective professional codes of conduct. 


